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1,600 USA Laymen Hold Meeting in Chicago 





La Roe Tells of Earnestness 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Never did I attend a more inspiring re- 
ligious meeting than the Fifth Annual 
Convention of the National Council of 
Presbyterian Men at the Palmer House in 
Chicago—January 28-February 1, 1953. 
(See also p. 10.—Eds.) 

Picture, if you will, 1,600 laymen pack- 
ing the Grand Ballroom of the Palmer 
House, including the balcony. A meeting 
of laymen much larger than General As- 
sembly! 

Strong men almost wept as layman 
Dave Proffitt painted the tragic picture of 
Korea. “I wish,” said Dave, “that the 
church meant one-tenth as much to us as 
it means to the consecrated Christians of 
Korea.” The Presbyterian Church is the 
dominant church in Korea. But the hard- 
ships of our Presbyterian brothers in Ko- 
rea are almost beyond description. In- 
cidentally, the One Great Hour of Sharing 
produced in 1952 over $800,000, a gain of 
$160,000. 

How we were thrilled by that great 
Christian leader, Governor Arthur Lang- 
lie of the State of Washington! Just 
imagine the Governor of a state pleading 
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with 1,600 men, with a tremor in his 
voice, to take Jesus Christ more seriously, 
and to help get Jesus into the area of 
government! 

Picture also 1,600 Presbyterian men 
dining together in the Grand Ballroom 
of the great Conrad Hilton Hotel (the old 
Stevens Hotel). The men were almost 
swept off their feet by the eloquence of 
Frank M. Totton, vice-president of the 
Chase National Bank, a truly great lay- 
man, whose earnest plea was that we lay- 
men really begin living as Christians— 
with emphasis on our Christian erample. 

A great Negro speaker, Dr. James H. 
Robinson, has been helping India fight 
Communism (OvuTLooK, Feb. 9). Every- 
where he was cross-examined by Com- 
munists about the treatment of Negroes in 
America. One of his replies was: “Well, 
my friend, the Negroes in the United 
States own more automobiles than there 
are in the whole of Russia!” 

The laymen were really distressed by 
figures showing the inadequacy of our 
giving. In the face of the world’s tragic 
need and in the face of the terrible threat 
to all we hold dear, the average contribu- 
tion of our churches to all General As- 
sembly benevolences last year was less 
than 2¢ a day per member! There is 
something wrong somewhere. 

The finest thing about the Chicago meet- 
ing was the spiritual earnestness of the 
delegates. They were serious, sensitive 
men, and as a result there was a tense- 
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ness in the atmosphere and there were 
many moist eyes at times. As I sat in 
that tense atmosphere I prayed that all 
of us might take Christ and the church 
more seriously and do a better job of 
manifesting Christ in all our vocations 
and in all of our daily contacts. 

We got a big thrill at the close. We 
were singing the last hymn when a tele- 
gram came—President and Mrs. Eisen- 
hower have joined the National Presby- 
terian Church! Ike is now a Presbyterian 
layman! 

It was a wonderful meeting. 
fluence will be widely felt. 

Wiceer La Ror, Jr. 


Its in- 
Washington, D. C. 


Confused by Reports 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Though this letter arrives late, it comes 
to clarify for the reader perplexities which 
have already been cleared between your 
editor and myself. 

In an effort to stress another point my 
letter (OUTLOOK, Jan. 19) called into ques- 
tion “Presbyterian procedure.” This, I 
realize, should not have been done. It is 
correct procedure for news to be reported 
and comments to be made. For this mis- 
take I apologize. 

However, the thing that stirred me in 
the beginning made itself evident in the 
question of a good Presbyterian lady the 
other day. Though she had been confused 
after reading the news releases in the 
secular press, she was more so after read- 
ing your reporting and comments regard- 
ing the Chapel Hill situation. 

In other words I felt your reporting to 
have been confusing in that it seemed to 
me to play up issues which according to 
the commission are not the main 
issues.... 

In other words, though it be technically 
correct to report news, I feel this is one 
time when it would have been the better 
course to have left it undone, and, I feel, 
fairer to all concerned. 

Again may I ask that we all pray that 
God will guide our churches and church 
courts in striving to do his will? 

Russet. B. FLEMING. 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 
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Churches A-Building 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—Construction activity by churches and religious groups 
got off to a good start for the year in January, a report by the Departments of Com- 
merce and Labor disclosed. 

New construction valued at $35,000,000 was begun by churches in January, an 
increase of 13 per cent over the same month a year ago. 

Building activity by non-public schools last month totaled $32,000,000, a 14 per 
cent gain over January, 1952. 

With nearly all construction controls eased, building activity by churches and 
parochial schools is expected to set an all-time record this vear unless curtailed by 
fund-raising problems. 


e o 
President and Church Pictures 

Washington, D.C. (RNS)—The White House will not permit photographs to be 
taken of President Eisenhower attending church. 

Press Secretary James C. Hagerty announced the policy and said that members 
of the White House Press Photographers Association have agreed to respect it. ‘The 
President worships in private,” Mr. Hagerty said. 

He said the policy also will exclude pictures at the door of the church after serv- 
ices or of the Presidential party entering or leaving the place of worship. 


* 
Lawmakers and Liquor 

Washington, D.C. (RNS)—Protests from temperance and church leaders here 
failed to prevent issuance of a liquor license to the Capitol Hill Club, formed recently 
by prominent Republican Congressmen and officials of the new administration. 

In granting a license for the 1953-4 beverage license year, the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board of the District of Columbia said ‘no valid objection” to the license 
had been produced. 

Temperance leaders indicated they would try to have citizens put pressure on 
their Congressmen to oppose the new club. 





ARKANSAS GOVERNOR—Governor and Mrs. Francis Cherry, Jones- 

boro, Ark., and their three children are shown leaving the First Presby- 

terian Church, Little Rock, after attending a special inauguration prayer 
service held at the new Governor’s request.—RNS Photo. 


Church Extension 
Board to Decide on 
Mountain Schools 


Committee Is Given Power 
To Act on Kentucky Case 


The Assembly’s Board of Church Ex- 
tension has put the future of its Kentucky 
mountain schools in the hands of a com- 
mittee (Warner L. Hall, Jas. L. Fowle, 
Wm. C. Brown and Geo. H. Wright) 
with power to act. A detailed survey of 
these schools was recently made and the 
assignment of the committee mentions 
Highland Institute particularly. 

The situation of these schools has 
changed since they were established many 
years ago, with public schools increas- 
ingly serving their areas. 

Urban church situations and oppor- 
tunities recently surveyed by the board’s 
department on urban work include those 
in New Orleans and Louisville. Others 
to be studied soon are Fort Smith, Ark.. 
Oklahoma City, Burlington, N. C., and 
Paducah, Ky. 

The board heard that 51 Presbyterian, 
U.S., ministers are now serving as chap- 
lains in the armed forces or Veterans 
Administration. 

Progress continues to be made on the 
Protestant Radio Center in Atlanta, with 
$100,000 received in gifts, enabling the 
center to claim a foundation gift of $50,- 
000. 

John F. Anderson, Jr., of First church, 
Dallas, will be the radio preacher on the 
Presbyterian Hour in May and June. 
Plans are also being made looking toward 
the possibility of broadcasting discussions 
of the weekly Sunday school lesson for 
adults. Seventy-two stations in four 
synods are carrying the current evangel- 
istic programs. 

The first in the proposed lecture series 
for ministers at Stillman College has 
been scheduled for May of this year. 

Reports indicated that plans for the 
two million dollar campaign for Negro 
work are making good progress. 


N. C. C. Unit Meets 


The two-year-old National Council of 
Churches ended its second year with all 
bills paid, undesignated income nearly 
doubling in the period and it began its 
new year with an operating budget of 
$7.838,044. 

In its bi-monthly meeting in New 
York, the general board of the Council 








condemned the persecution of Jews in 
Russia and other Soviet-dominated coun- 
tries. They called it “an offense to God 


and a violation of the moral law which 
exalts the dignity and rights of man.” 


Also approved was a statement con- 


demning the publication of names of wel- 
fare clients as inhumane and un-Chris- 


tian. 


The Scholars Look at the RSV 


Q. Dr. Miller, the charge is made that 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible tends to lower the deity of Jesus? 
Do you think this is true? 

MILLER: I would say that you can- 
not lower the deity of Jesus by any pos- 
sible translation. You can either accept 
his deity or reject it, but no possible 
translation can either reduce or remove 
the deity of Jesus as it is set forth in the 
Scripture. The new revision has the deity 
of Jesus just as clearly stated as any 
other edition of the Bible ever could in 
English. In the Gospel of John it says, 
“The word was God.” It tells us that 
all may “honor the son even as they honor 
the Father.” It places on the lips of 
Jesus, “I and the Father are one.” In 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians it speaks 
of Jesus being “on an equality with 
God.” In his letter to the Colossians 
Paul says that Jesus is “the image of the 
invisible God”’ in whom “all the fulness 
of God” dwells. The people who feel 
that the deity of Jesus is lowered in the 
new version are basing this on just a 
few small instances of the translation 
which they do not like. If they placed 
beside these the many, many passages 
where Jesus’ deity is absolutely stated, 
which could be multiplied indefinitely, 
it seems to me that there would be no dif- 
ficulty on this point. 


Only and Only Begotten 


YQ. What about the change in John 
3:16 where Jesus is called God’s only 
son instead of, as the King James Version 
has it, God’s only begotten son? 

MILLER: That is simply a matter 
of words, the change of a translation that 
will fit modern thought forms. The term 
only begotten simply means that Jesus 
is unique, the son of God in a sense that 
no one else is, and that is exactly what 
his only son means. Therefore, the word 
begotten was taken out simply to make it 
more meaningful to modern ears. I 
might say that the word begotten which 
was used in this passage is, in three other 
places in the New Testament, used of 
merely human sons—the son of the widow 
of Nain, the daughter of Jairus, and the 
epileptic son of the man who brought his 
boy to Jesus at the foot of the Mount of 
Transfiguration. The same word, trans- 
lated in the KJV as only begotten, is used 
to describe these human boys, so we can’t 
maintain the deity of Jesus on the basis 
of that word, unless this epileptic boy 
also was divine. So taking out the word 
begotten is simply to make the passage 
fit modern ears, and when you call Jesus 


4 


Questions that trouble people about 
the new Bible are answered by 
qualified Bible students* 


(Continued from last week) 


God's only son he is just as unique as 
if you said his only begotten son, and the 
former is clearer, simpler and makes more 
sense to us now. 


Q. Some people claim that there is 
a Unitarian tendency in the new version. 
Do you feel that there is any justifica- 
tion for the claim that the RSV takes 
away from or denies the pre-existence of 
Christ with God from all eternity? 


MILLER: The only answer I can 
make is to quote one or two passages 
which could be multiplied indefinitely. 
In John 1:2 the RSV says that the word 
“was in the beginning with God,” and 
that ‘‘all things were made through him,” 
suggesting that he was pre-existent before 
his birth in the flesh and as God’s agent 
of creation he was pre-existent to crea- 
tion. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 
the second chapter, tells us that “though 
he was in the form of God” he “did not 
count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped” or held onto, but “emptied 
himself” and became a man. Those two 
examples, among many that could be 
cited, suggest that there is no lowering of 
the deity of Jesus nor any Unitarian bias, 
but rather indicate unmistakable pre-ex- 
istence of our Lord with the Father before 
he was born as the Christ. 


Q. Thee and thou have been used in 
the RSV in speaking to God but they are 
changed to vou and yours when addressed 
to Christ. Why is this? 

MILLER: The reason is that in most 
instances when men addressed Jesus in 
the flesh thev were not addressing him as 
God, and therefore, since the revisers 
use thee and thou only for God, they 
could not honestly leave thee and thou 
in these passages if they conveyed the 
meaning that was on the lips of the men 
who used the words at the time. When 
Jesus was here in the flesh nobody 
thought of him as the second person of 
the Trinity, as we do now, and most people 
didn’t think of him as being in any sense 
divine. So, in order to preserve what 


men actually meant, the thee and thou’ 


used for God is changed to vou. Obvious- 


*In the third installment New Testa- 
ment Professor Donald G. Miller of Union 
Seminary in Virginia is questioned about 
some phases of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible. 


ly, there are a few passages where men 
did address Jesus as more than human, 
but the revisers would have had to make 
a decision in each case, and they thought 
that instead of hazarding a guess as to 
what was meant they would maintain the 
consistent policy of always addressing 
Jesus as you and yours. 

Q. Other questions are raised about 
references to worshipping Jesus. In some 
places the RSV has it that men knelt be- 
fore him where the King James said they 
worshipped him. 

MILLER: The point is that the Greek 
word involved may be translated either 
kneel or worship, and in the older Amer- 
ican Revision of the Scriptures where it 
uses the word worship when men kneel 
before Jesus there is a note in the margin 
which says it is the translation of a 
Greek word that denotes an act of rever- 
ence whether paid to a creature or to the 
Creator. ‘Therefore, the word in itself 
simply means to kneel in reverence before 
another, whether creature or Creator. 
Consequently, the revisers chose to trans- 
late the word kneel rather than worship 
in the instances where, in their judgment, 
those who knelt before Jesus were doing 
that and nothing more. The change from 
worship to kneel was made in only five 
places in all four Gospels. A_ leper, 
Jairus, the Syro-Phoenecian woman, the 
mother of the sons of Zebedee, and the 
soldiers who mocked Jesus at his trial 
all knelt before Jesus, in four instances 
requesting something from him, and in 
the fifth instance making fun of him. 
In all these instances save the fifth it is 
strongly likely that the kneeling was an 
act of respect at the human level rather 
than worship in the highest sense, and the 
revisers have adequately reflected the 
meaning of the act with the word kneel. 
On the other hand, in reference to the 
wise men, the Gerasene Demoniac, the 
blind man who was healed, the disciples 
in the boat after Peter’s failure to walk 
on the water, and the women who met 
the risen Lord, the word worship is used. 
In these instances, the revisers reflected 
their judgment that there was more than 
an act of mere human homage; hence they 
describe these as worshipping Jesus. To 
say, therefore, that in changing the word 
worship to kneel in the new revision the 
revisers have tended to lower the deity of 
Jesus is to be unfair to the evidence and 
to charge them with motives which their 
work in no sense reveals. 


NEXT WEEK—Conelusion: Values 
in the RSV. 
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Faith Healing 


Matthew 9:1-8 


HY does the Christian church have 

hospitals? This is a question in the 
foreword of Dr. Carl Scherzer’s book, 
The Church and Healing. Well, why 
does the church have hospitals? Because 
our Lord Jesus Christ was concerned 
about the healing of our physical ills. 
For a long time there have been Christian 
hospitals and Christian doctors. 

In modern times, with the advent of 
scientific methods for the study and the 
cure of disease, there has been an inclina- 
tion to forget that there is also a power be- 
yond that which we have been able to de- 
fine by scientific methods. We have been 
inclined to discard the power of faith in 
the healing of physical ills. I think we 
can understand why that would be, at 
least while science is still very new to us. 

The scientific method is the search for 
truth by the observation of those things 
which can be observed. That is to say, 
science seeks to perceive those things 
which are perceivable by the physical 
senses. Science is, therefore, by defini- 
tion, limited in its study to those things 
which are physical and material. The 
scientist as a scientist does not say that 
there is no such thing as spiritual or non- 
material truth. He simply says that so 
far as science is concerned there may or 
may not be a spiritual world, and if there 
is a spiritual world, it cannot be measured 
by the methods of science, which methods 
are confined to material things. 


Brings Great Benefits 


Scientific research and the scientific 
practice of medicine have opened vast new 
fields in the healing of our human ills, 
have resulted in benefits beyond our cal- 
culation. But to say that healing which 
is scientific is, therefore, not religious and 
has nothing to do with faith is, I believe, 
to make a false distinction. We know 
that much of religion and faith have gone 
into the scientific study and practice of 
medicine. This has been the motive of 
much of that study, and practice, and re- 
search. The desire to know the truth, 
the desire to help our fellowman, are re- 
ligious motives. 

But the mere fact that we have begun 
to understand some things about the cure 
of some diseases does not mean that God 
is no longer in the process. We are in- 
clined to confine the things that God does 
to the things that are spectacular and 
mysterious. And if we begin to under- 
stand a thing, even in part, we are in- 
clined to say, “It is not God who does 
it. We know how it comes about.” I 
believe that is one reason why modern 
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By CHAS. E. S. KRAEMER 


man has lost a great deal of the sense of 
the presence of God in life which the 
people in Bible times had. I am con- 
vinced that many things that happen 
around us would have been called mir- 
acles by people in Bible times. But we 
say, “It was just a coincidence.” 

Few people in our day, whether Chris- 
tian or not, would deny the relationship 
between man’s spiritual and physical 
natures. We know, for example, that 
fear and anger have definite physiological 
results in the glands and in the blood 
stream. So a man who loses his temper 
every morning cannot expect to cure his 
stomach ills by taking a pill or being 
on the proper diet. We believe that the 
other side of that fact is also true—that 
love, patience, understanding, and the 
other “fruits of the spirit” of God have 
good physiological results. 

In recent years there has been much more 
cooperation between doctors and clergy- 
men of the National Council of Churches. 
One of the most important sections is the 
one on Religion and Health. There doc- 
tors and ministers get together to study 
and pray and share their common needs. 
This is as it should be, because the gap 
that grew up in modern times between 
scientific medicine and religion has 
proved to be a happy hunting ground for 
quacks of all kinds, quacks from both 
sides of the fence, who seek to exploit 
the needs of people for their own mone- 
tary advancement or for their own glory. 


God Works Through Science 


So it is not a question of whether we 
believe that healing comes from God or 
through medical science. God works 
through medical science. If you omit 
medical science, you limit God in a way 
in which you have no right to limit him. 
At the same time, if you quit and give 
up when the doctors say, “So far as we 


can see nothing else can be done”—if you 
give up then, you have given up too soon. 
Because there are other powers which we 
do not yet understand. Every day there 
are cures and some of them can be ex- 
plained and some of them cannot be ex- 
plained by any explanations we know. 
There are too many cures that come after 
prayer for it to be merely a coincidence. 
We have as much reason to believe in 
earnest, faithful prayer as one of the con- 
ditions for healing as we have reason to 
believe in penicillin as one of the con- 
ditions for healing. 

Now the question suggests itself, “If 
God can heal people in that way, why 
doesn’t he just heal them anyway whether 
they pray or not?” In the same vein we 
might ask, “If God can cure people with 
penicillin why doesn’t he cure them 
whether they take it or not?” We cannot 
answer that question—that is simply the 
way things are. We have to use the gifts 
God has given us or they do not help us. 


The Universe Is Orderly 


One of the most important discoveries 
of the scientific method of research has 
been that we live in a reasonable universe, 
a universe of dependable order. Because 
this is true and because it is a highly 
important fact, some people are troubled 
when they hear talk about prayer and 
faith as a part of the process of healing. 
That seems to leave it too much in the 
realm of whim or human wisdom. 

There is a caution there for us. We 
are not to dictate what God is to do. 
There are limits to what we can know, 
and therefore there are limits to what 
we can ask. For example, if the doctor 
should say to us, “Sunlight is bad for 
your eyes. You should have no light of 
the sun on your eyes for the next several 
days,’ we would not pray to God to keep 
the sun from coming up for a few days. 
Instead, we would get some dark glasses, 
or we would draw the shades. We would 
do something about it ourselves. But if 
we were adrift on the ocean without water 








as indicated by this sermon. 
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and dying of thirst, we probably would 
pray for rain. 

I never have been able to go along 
with those who say that sickness and dis- 
ease are God's will. That was one of the 
reasons for the opposition to science in 
the medieval church. They said men 
ought not to study disease because it is 
God’s will when people are sick. Some- 
times we know why sickness comes, some- 
times we do not. But, I am persuaded, 
it is never because that is what God 
wants. Having said that, I must go on 
to say, God uses our sicknesses and our 
sorrows for good to those who are thereby 
drawn closer to him, to those who are 
made aware of their need for God, to 
those who bear witness by their strength 
and courage in suffering to the power of 
God. As the Apostle Paul put it in 
Romans 8:28, “We know that in every- 
thing God works for good with those who 
love him, who are called according to 
his purpose.” Paul did not say, “All 
things are good’’—sickness is evil—but, 
“in everything God works for good with 
those who love him.” 

Some people have taken these truths 
about faith and health and have turned 
them around and said: “If faith leads 
to health and happiness and saves us 
from sorrow and sickness, then wherever 
you see sickness and sorrow, it means 
those people do not have any faith. At 
least they do not have as much faith as 
the people who are healthy, or into whose 
lives no sorrow has come.” That just is 
not true. 

And the healthiest people are not nec- 
essarily the most faithful people. The 
world’s boxing champion, I imagine, is 
in about as good physical condition as it 
is possible for a person of his age to be. 
And he may be also a man of faith, a 
religious person. But I do not, there- 
fore, believe that he necessarily has more 
faith than the Apostle Paul who was 
plagued by “‘a thorn in the flesh.” Paul 
prayed to God again and again and again 
that he might be delivered from this phys- 
ical ailment. I am sure Paul prayed in 
faith. But for some reason God did not 
deliver Paul from his physical trouble. 
Out of his physical weakness there grew 
a spiritual strength which mere physical 
health could never bring. We need to 
remember that. 


Watch for Selfishness 


Selfishness is a very insidious, subtle 
kind of sin, and we need always to be on 
guard about it, especially in this matter 
of asking God to heal us or our loved 
ones. Is your interest in prayer just so 
vou can be more comfortable, just so you 
won’t have any problems, just so you will 
be in control of everything? Why should 
God make you well? What good would 
it do anybody if you were well? What 
kind of a life would you lead? Would 
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the world be any better-off or would you 
just go on back to your own selfish ways? 

There is a type of preaching which is 
very popular nowadays and draws large 
crowds. But the chief appeal of it is 
not to challenge people to give themselves 
to share the gospel of Jesus Christ with 
the world. The chief appeal is that it 
offers to teach you how to make God 
do your will, how to get an easy life of 
prosperity and happiness and health from 
God. 

Sometimes we must give up our health 
in the service of God and forget ourselves 
and maybe witness for him even to death. 
Our Lord did that. 


Remember the Chief Purpose 

I believe in the power of faith in heal- 
ing. I have seen too many instances of 
it to doubt it. But I do not think the 
most important thing in the universe is 


for me to be healthy, or that the chief 
purpose of Christ’s coming was to make 
life easy for me in this world. ‘Seek 
ve first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.” Jesus said, “and all these 
things shall be vours as well.” They are 
by-products; they come along in their 
places; but they are not the chief purpose 
of life or to be sought for their own sakes 
alone. 

And health which is a result of Chris- 
tian faith, instead of being more or less 
tense strivings to hold in our minds 
thoughts of our own health, is rather such 
a commitment to his will and his power 
that we forget about our own health and 
take up our cross and follow him. 


“In this world ye shall have tribula- 
tion but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world.” 


This world is not all. 


A letter from the National Council of Churches’ 


Denver meeting to the Christian people of America . 


. concluded 


From Obedience, Unity 


¥. 

If this prophetic and redemptive mis- 
sion of the church is to be fulfilled, three 
conditions must be met: 

The spiritual life of our churches must 
be deepened. We must fathom depths of 
spiritual experience which we have not 
yet fully explored. The meaning of a 
“new man in Christ” is something which 
millions who profess the name of Christ 
do not know. Let us betake ourselves to 
the devotional study of the Bible indi- 
vidually and in our family circles, and 
let more courses for Bible study be pro- 
vided in our churches. Let prayer be- 
come a deeper reality. Let us not absent 
ourselves from the corporate worship of 
God. Let us take advantage of every 
help to the understanding of our faith 
which our churches make available for 
us. Let us as good stewards of our 
abundance regularly devote to the work 
of God through his church an ample share 
of that which he has entrusted to us. 
Above all, let us commit ourselves to 
God and to his will with joyous abandon, 
asking him to help us to pay the price of 
being “filled with the Spirit.” Unex- 
pected insights and new experiences of 
release and spiritual power will then come 
to us. Everything will become new. 

The area of Christian responsibility 
within our churches must be widened. 
The laity must be more fully incorporated 
into the life and work of the church. 
Nothing has been more inspiring in re- 
cent years than the way in which lay men 
and lay women have banded themselves 
together within the churches, and have 


established ties across denominational 
boundaries. 

Only in the measure that Christian 
lay people take their religion seriously 
and the churches make provision for their 
witness can a full Christian impact be 
made upon our secularized society. Not 
only should every person who belongs 
to the church bear personal witness to 
his Christian faith, he must also bring 
to bear the light and inspiration of Christ 
upon every sphere in which he moves and 
in every situation in which he finds him- 
self. In view of the fact that millions 
of our fellowship are now in military 
service, an earnest attempt should be 
made to mobilize them also for Christian 
work and witness. 

Since Christianity centers in a Person 
and Christian truth is fundamentally per- 
sonal truth, the Christian religion must 
ultimately be validated by the quality of 
life of those who profess it. The success, 
moreover, of the work carried on by any 
Christian church must be measured by 
the extent to which its members become 
mature Christians and take their Chris- 
tian calling seriously. 

Our oneness in Christ as Divine Lord 
and Savior must increasingly be made 
manifest. We pray that God will further 
unite us as we are obedient to him. Chris- 
tians should cooperate to the limit of con- 
science in each community, in each state 
of the Union, and at the national and 
international levels. Dynamic unity is 
achieved only when Christians do united- 
ly those things which need to be done. 

As we have met together in this Gen- 
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eral Assembly in corporate thought and 
worship and fellowship, we have been in- 
spired by the fact that it is only upon the 
road of active commitment to the redemp- 
tive will of Christ that true Christian 
unity can be achieved. For Christians, 
even unity can never be an end in itself. 
Christian unity is like Christian peace; 
both are found and fulfilled only in 


They Said 


Continued from Feb. 2, calling 
attention to significant statements 
published in these columns 


during 1952 


Divided—Incapable 


With Christianity facing the greatest 
world challenge in modern history, it 
finds itself sorely divided and therefore 
quite incapable of meeting successfully 
the world challenge—Wu_pur LA Rog, 
Jr., Feb. 25. 


Less Study, More Action 

For years I have watched the operation 
of Bible classes. Most of the members 
are older than Jesus was when he died. 
Many of them have gray hair. But they 
are still studying about Jesus and doing 
precious little about it. Are we going to 
spend our whole life studying about 
Jesus? I submit that by middle life we 
should have been thoroughly converted to 
the gospel and so deeply in love with 
Jesus that we would think only in terms 
of action—winning others, fighting wrong, 
sending out missionaries, building hos- 
pitals, visiting prisons, getting God-fear- 
ing men elected to public office, estab- 
lishing the United Nations —WILBUR La 
Rok, JRr., Feb. 25. 


Why a Divided Church? 

(Are) some men really glad that 
we are all in one nation? We are dif- 
ferent as Americans, yet we are one. 
Every argument used to keep the church 
apart could have been used to have 
kept the Union apart. Would any man 
honestly favor keeping the Union apart 
even with all its differences? Then 
why a divided church?—Harrison 
Ray ANDERSON, Mar. 10. 


Clock and Calendar 


The great experience in life come to 
those with the most regular habits of life. 
The Christian who attends church as reg- 
ularly as he shaves is likely, in the long 
run, to get more out of it than the man 
who attends only on his soul’s high days. 
The Christian who, when the hour of 
praver comes around, prays regardless, 
w.l] finally know more about prayer than 
the Christian who considers prayer too 
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action upon the road of obedience to 
Christ. On that road and in that peace 
let us walk together, and may the Grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all. 
Fraternally yours, 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE NaA- 
TIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CHURCHES 
oF CHRIST IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 


Something! 


sacred to be scheduled—KENNETH J. 
ForEMAN, Mar. 17. 


In What Language? 


If the tongue of the common man is 
not employed, how can the common man 
hear Christ gladly? We do not pray or 
preach in the language of the King James 
Version; we do not conduct our daily 
business in 17th century speech forms. 
How, then, can we justify an easy em- 
ployment of an archaic text when we read 
the gospel to a lost and dying world? 
What advancement in piety does am- 
biguity promote? What spiritual expec- 
tations may we ground in a provincial- 
ism?—Epwarp J. CARNELL, Mar. 31. 


Stagnant? 


Here is a minister who has been out 
of the seminary for ten or more years and 
he is commended, in a way, because dur- 
ing that time he has not changed his theo- 
logical ideas. What kind of growth is 
that? Is it a mark of commendation 
that a man remains no different when he 
reached maturity from what he was as a 
fledgling in the ministry? It made me 
think of the familiar old story of the 
westerner who was testifying in a meet- 
ing about how long his cup had been 
full, and another old cowboy commented 
that he bet it had wiggletails in it— 
E. K. Reacrn, Apr. 14. 


Plain Talk 


Too many of our preachers have not 
been able to get away from the eccle- 
siastical terminology of the seminary 
to the place that they can talk to us in 
our own language. Too many average 
church-goers are not going to try to 
understand it and much less are the 
non-church-goers which we are trying 
to reach A CONCERNED ELper, Apr. 
21. 

Tragedy 

It is always a tragedy when God gets 
into the past tense. Yet that can so easily 
happen in the life of a person and church. 
It is not that we deny the existence of 
God. Not at all. It is that we too often 
have no stirring consciousness of God 
being here, in us, among us, quickening 


and empowering us. .. . A God who acted 
in the past, no matter how glorious, is 
largely a frozen asset, something that is 
not a readily available resource—HAat- 
FORD E. Luccock, Apr. 21. 


MOVIE-OF-THE-MONTH* 





Stars and 
Stripes Forever 


John Philip Sousa’s marches are 
known and loved wherever band music is 
played. It is probable that every parade 
which has gone down any street in this 
country for the last two generations— 
whether for a village Fourth of July cel- 
ebration or to recognize the great and 
near-great with ticker tape showers on 
New York’s lower Broadway — has 
stepped lively to the tune of ‘*The Stars 
and Stripes Forever.”” This has provided 
the appropriate title for this 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox film biography which retraces 
the career of Sousa from 1890 when he 
was principal musician and leader of 
the Marine Corps band in Washington, 
D.C., through many years with his own 
world-famous band. 

The well-written story, executed with 
spirit, places emphasis on wholesome hu- 
man interest. It is full of heart-warming 
incidents which, with frequent playing of 
Sousa’s band music, achieve close audi- 
ence identification and enjoyment. The 
result is a film meriting high praise. 

Although the plot dwells mainly on 
Sousa’s public appearances, good family 
relations are also depicted. Sousa’s in- 
terest in a young man’s invention of the 
‘“sousaphone” (a tuba-like musical in- 
strument) prompts him to keep a watch- 
ful eve on the boy’s romance with a young 
show girl. This gives us a glimpse of 
the “burlesque” entertainment of that 
day, soon abandoned by the romantic pair 
for more artistic pursuits. There is 
pathos and humor, along with music and 
singing. 

Clifton Webb’s impersonation of the 
“March King” is amazing and he is well 


supported by an excellent cast. ‘Techni- 
color is pleasingly beautiful. FOR: 
Family. 


Also recommended: Adults and Young 
People: The Importance of Being Ear- 
nest, Leonardo Da Vinci; Adults: My 
Cousin Rachel; Family: Million Dollar 
Mermaid. 





*Rating by Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 


SHENANDOAH COLLEGE 
AND CONSERVATORY 


Under Church sponsorship but non-sectarian in na- 
ture, Shenandoah emphasizes spiritual awareness 
among her students. 4-year B. Music & B. Mus 

Ed. degrees in piano, voice, organ, violin, ‘cello; 
public school. Special course in church music. Also 
accredited Jr. College: art, home ec., sec’l, pre-pro- 
fessional, lib. arts. Summer’ session. atalog. 

Dir. of Adm., Box @, Dayton, Va. 
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EDITORIAL 


Let Presbyterians Reunite! 


IIl. 





Presbyterian Union Is 
Presbyterian Reunion 

God wills unity—not necessarily or- 
ganic union of all believers in Christ, but 
a unity of heart and will that is manifest 
to the world, that commends God’s over- 
ture of love through Jesus Christ (cf. 
John 13:34-35; 17:21; Eph. 4:1-6; 1 
Cor. 1:10-13; Phil. 2:1-2). 

We believe that this calls, in our day, 
for Presbyterian union. 

This is true, for one reason, because 
Presbyterians are one people. They come 
from the same stock—mostly Scotch and 
Scotch-Irish; they have the same heritage 
—from the days of Calvin and Knox; 
they have the same creed—the West- 
minster Confession of Faith; they have 
the same polity (differences are inconse- 
quential). Presbyterians who know each 
other best—in the border synods for ex- 
ample—are the ones most eager for union. 
Ministers and members pass naturally 
from one church to the other and feel 
immediately at home. 

We believe in Presbyterian union again 
because it is, in fact, Presbyterian re- 
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union. 


Three denominational bodies are en- 
gaged in the present negotiations. They 
are the three major Presbyterian bodies 
in the nation—the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, the Presbyterian Church, U.S., and 
the United Presbyterian Church. 

The United Presbyterian Church has 
had no organic connection with the other 
two in the United States. It goes back 
for its origin to two Scottish Presbyterian 
bodies — the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church and the Associate Presbyterian 


Church—which broke away from the 
mother church before the time of the 
American Revolution. The same two 


bodies are united in the South as the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
For some time the ARPs and the U.P.s, 
as we popularly term them, differed from 
other Presbyterian bodies in that they 
sang only psalms. That barrier has now 
been removed, in the case of the United 
Presbyterians for more than a generation, 
and there is no reason in faith or polity 
why we should remain separate bodies. 
As a matter of fact, the General Assem- 
bly of our church approved union with 
the United Presbyterian Church in 1929, 
and it was their unwillingness rather than 
our own, which prevented the consum- 
mation of that union more than twenty 
years ago. As for the ARPs, we have 
assured them repeatedly that the door is 
always open. ARPs and U.P.s are clear- 
lv our sort of people, and organic union 
in case of either or both would heal a 
breach in Presbyterian unity which oc- 
curred more than 200 years ago, for 
whose perpetuation there is no longer 
a single valid argument. 

Presbyterians, U.S., and USA, were one 
people, members of a single church in 
this land for 150 years, from 1706, when 
the first presbytery was formed in Phil- 
adelphia, until 1861, when a temporary 
disruption in the State precipitated more 
lasting divisions within the ranks of 
Christ. For a century and a half Pres- 
byterians north and south labored to- 
gether to plant the church, to follow the 
western settlers with the gospel of Christ, 
to build educational institutions, to make 
this a Christian nation, to send mission- 
aries to other lands. During most of this 


period we were the most influential 
church in America. Division did not 
occur in our ranks until North and 


South were actually locked in arms. 

In announcing the formation of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Confederate 
States of America, our first General As- 
sembly justified its secession from the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, on _ three 
grounds: (1) the fact that the parent 
body had pledged its loyalty to a govern- 
ment which the southern states could no 
longer recognize; (2) the fact that there 
were serious differences in the two bodies 
over the institution of slavery; and (3) 
the fact that the boundaries of a church 


should be coterminous with the bound- 
aries of the nation—and the Confederate 
states expected to maintain their political 
independence. The first two reasons have 
historic interest only; the third suggests 
that when the Confederacy ended, the 
Southern Presbyterian Church would 
logically seek again to become a national 
church. 

Attempts were made to repair the 
breach which had arisen between Pres- 
byterians north and south, but bitterness 
in the church remained after it had been 
eliminated from our political and eco- 
nomic life, and, when it finally subsided 
here as well, the division had become a 
seemingly permanent one. Yet sentiment 
for reunion never died. Proposals that 
the breach be healed continued to come 
every few years from both north and 
south, and since 1917 have been almost 
continuous. The present negotiations 
have been carried on patiently, and with- 
out interruption, for sixteen vears (since 
1937). 

Episcopalians overcame their sectional 
differences at the close of the War between 
the States. Methodist bodies, which 
divided earlier than Presbyterians, closed 
their ranks in 1939. Only two purely 
Southern churches remain—‘Southern” 
Baptists and “Southern” Presbyterians. 
Such divisions obscure rather than mani- 
fest the unity of believers in Christ. 

We believe that the time has now come 
for Presbyterians, USA, Presbyterians, 
U.S., and United Presbyterians to unite 
—-(1) because God wills unity; (2) be- 
cause Presbyterians are one people; (3) 
because Presbyterian union is, in fact, 
Presbyterian reunion. 

There are other reasons which we shall 
suggest in subsequent weeks. 


Korean Incident 


“A big blow to Christianity in Asia.” 
“The verdict cannot be understood by the 
Korean people. It is obvious now that the 
life of a Korean means nothing to the 
United States Army. A life is precious to 
Americans only if it is an American life.” 

These are comments by two leading Ko- 
rean Christians on a court martial which 
sentenced a Second Lieutenant (from 
Dallas) to two years in prison and dis- 
missed him from the Army. The 26- 
year-old soldier was convicted of beating 
Hwa-Il Pang, a Presbyterian minister, 
who resisted the forced search of his 
brother’s home. Mr. Pang, who was as- 
sociate general secretary of the National 
Christian Council, was beaten (‘‘gun- 
whipped”) and kicked repeatedly, dying 
five days later abroad the U. S. hospital 
ship Repose without ever regaining con- 
sciousness. 

Unlike Oriental newspapers and radio, 
most American papers have hardly men- 
tioned the occurrence, but this sort of 
thing can do more harm than can be over- 
come by a generation of Christian mis- 
sionaries. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 











nd- 
rate 
ical 
ave 
ests 
the 
uld 
mal 


the 
res- 
ness 
een 
eco- 
ded 
le a 
nent 
that 
ome 
and 
nost 
ions 
rith- 


ince 


onal 
veen 
hich 
osed 
rely 
ern” 
jans. 
ani- 


“ome 
ians, 
inite 
) be- 

(3) 


fact, 


shall 


> 26- 
ating 
Lister, 
f his 
iS as- 
tional 
‘‘oun- 
dying 
spital 
¥ con- 
radio, 

men- 
ort of 
: over- 
1 mis- 


LOOK 














THE MOST IMPORTANT 


QUARREL OF 1903 


“See that you do not despise one of these 
little ones.’”,—Matthew 18:10. 


IFTY years ago, a small boy about 
ten-years-old stood on the edge of a 
pond and shouted at his father. “If you 
come one step farther this way,” the boy 
velled, “I will jump right into this pond.” 
The father knew he meant it, and 
stayed where he was. There were de- 
mands and counter-demands. The whole 
family got into the scene. The father, 
an ungentle man, had only a few moments 
ago struck his son, and the boy had 
rushed from the house in anger. Even- 
tually the boy was prevailed on to come 
back to the house. One could hardly 
say “back home” because according to 
the boy’s own story, that incident set the 
seal on a pattern of events that left him 
with a lasting hatred of his father. 

No one guessed at that time that this 
was perhaps the most important quar- 
rel of the vear 1903. 

Even if the world had known about it, 
no one would have paid much attention. 
If there had been a newspaper published 
in the boy’s village it would not have 
considered the incident news. Don’t 
many fathers have trouble with their 
boys? If it had been known to some 
American citizen at the time, he certainly 
would have thought the story of no con- 
sequence, especially if he had known also 
that the incident happened on a farm 
in one of the more backward provinces 
of one of the more backward countries of 
the world. 


| ae the boy grew up. He is now 
world-famous. Already in his life- 
time his face has been printed on innu- 
merable postage stamps. Full-color por- 
traits of him are massed by hundreds in 
immense parades. His picture looks down 
on more than four hundred million people 
every day. His name is Mao-Tze-tung, 
chairman of the Chinese Communist 
party, leader of all mainland China. 
What he loves and hates, what he decides, 
are more important to most Americans 
than most of the decisions made by most 
Americans, however prominent. We don’t 
like it, but that is the way it is. 

His father left no account of the quar- 
rel with his son. But from Mao’s auto- 
biography it seems clear that the incident 
by the pond, while it did not stand alone, 
was a decisive moment in his life. From 


- -- By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


then on he had a kind of bitterness, a 
resentment against the older generation, 
a hard drive-to-power, which with a dif- 
ferent home background he might never 
have developed. The world situation 
today, so dark and threatening from any- 
one’s point of view, might have been 
better and would have been different, if it 
had not been for that quarrel fifty years 
ago, and the things that led up to it. 


HAT is to be the most important 

event of 1953? This may not be 
a year of decisive events. But if there 
is one outstanding event, of which the 
repercussions and reverberations will af- 
fect more persons a half-century from 
now than any other one event of this year, 
what will it be? No one can predict it. 
Quite possibly few will recognize it for 
what it is when it happens. It may be 
something as obscure as that family fuss 
in far-away Hunan. And it may be (as 
we all may pray that it will be) some- 
thing that works in the opposite direc- 
tion. Some child, now unknown to fame, 
his family as obscure as a family can be, 
from some race perhaps regarded as back- 
ward will this year have his character 
“set”? in some direction by some incident 
which his elders may afterwards not even 
remember. 


Any elderly parent who talks over with 
his grown sons or daughters the events 
of their childhood will be astonished to 
learn that the little things he had en- 
tirely forgotten, and cannot recall even 
when reminded of them, marked red- 
letter days, perhaps even were turning 
points in his children’s lives. The most 
important events in any year are what 
happen to people. The most basic events 
in any life are the early ones. And these 
things are happening mostly in homes 
and schools. In a farm bedroom, in a 
city backyard, on a school bus, in an 
onion patch—children are taking shape. 


What forms their characters now will 
one day mold the shape of things to 
come. 

To the aging in 1903, a little boy 
screaming at his father, chattering at the 
family, would not have seemed important 
at all. What happens to little people in 
little homes—how nearly nothing it 
seems! So now, the older man or woman 
hears children screaming in the play- 
grounds, sees them running around like 
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mad rabbits, jostling in the school buses, 
eating their suppers, lolling around in 
front of the television—they seem as in- 
consequential as so many puppies. But 
they are not puppies. Long after their 
pets are dead, these children will be the 
world of tomorrow. Some of them will 
lead the world of tomorrow, toward dark- 
ness or toward light. 


Nothing seems more trivial than 
what happens to a child. But few 
things can be more terribly important. 


Db? YOU remember Browning’s pic- 
ture of how differently Lazarus 
looked at this world after he had spent 
a while on the other side of things? 


“Discourse to him of prodigious arma- 
ments 
Assembled to besiege his city now, 
And of the passing of a mule with 
gourds— 
’Tis one! Then take it on the other side, 
Speak of some trifling fact—he will gaze 
rapt 
With stupor at its very littleness, 
(Far as I see) as if in that indeed 
He caught prodigious import, whole re- 
Should his child sicken unto death, why 
look 
For scarce abatement of his cheerful- 
ness, 
Or pretermission of his daily craft! 
While a word, gesture, glance from that 
same child 
At play or in the school or laid asleep, 
Will startle him to an agony of fear.”* 


Or, let us pray, sometimes of hope! 
But we do not all have the insights of a 
Lazarus. 








*From Robert Browning’s “An Epistle 
Containing the Strange Medical Exrperi- 
ence of Karshish, the Arab Physician.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Men’s Movement Now 


Numbers 1,853 Units 


Presbyterian, USA, Newsletter 

The recent Chicago meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of Presbyterian Men (see 
page 2) offered striking evidence of the 
vitality and growth of this movement 
across the nation. The council had its 
beginning in February, 1948 and in May 
of that year the General Assembly ap- 
proved its plan of organization. The 
next February Paul Moser, executive sec- 
retary, reported 278 chapters. This year 
the council has 1,853 chapters, 224 pres- 
bytery councils and 33 synod councils. 
Dr. Moser challenged the men at the 
recent meeting to go out and add 1,000 
new chapters within the year. “These 
five vears,” he said, “have made only a 
beginning. If the past is not to be merely 
i storehouse of memories we must build 
for new conditions and problems of vears 
to come.” 


Support for Seminaries 
Is Urged Across Church 


At the end of 1952 more than $10,- 
000,000 had been raised for the Presby- 
terian, USA, building fund campaign, 
according to Glenn W. Moore, executive 
secretary of the General Council. The 
money will be used for church extension 
and support of the theological seminaries. 
Needs of the seminaries 
were stressed during the special Theo- 


over-crowded 


logical Seminary Week in January. Mce- 
cormick Seminary’s President Robert 
Worth Frank said, in a nationwide broad- 
cast concluding the week: 

We have the highest standard of living 
ever attained by any people. The poorest 
boys in our colleges are, most of them, 
rolling in luxury by comparison with the 
vast majority of their fellow human be- 
ings around the earth. Yet we feel inse- 
cure and unsatisfied. We are still anxious, 
bedeviled by fears, uncertain of the mor- 
row and inwardly without peace. And so 
long as our ultimate faith is in wealth, 
in science, in creature comforts or in any 
of the lesser gods of our own devising, 
we shall not find God himself. We shall 
be and remain idolaters. 


Tribute Is Paid to Work 
Of William Ralph Hall 

A memorial service for William Ralph 
Hall of Philadelphia was conducted by 
Paul Calvin Payne, general secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education, last 
month. Dr. Hall had been associated 
with the board for more than 40 years 
and was widely known as a pioneer in 
Christian education and summer confer- 
work. “At the age of 60,” said 
Dr. Payne, “he accepted new ideas and 
was young in mind.” For many years 
he was director of youth work, then as- 
sistant to the general secretary and finally 
head of the field department. 


ence 


Plan Provides for 
Junior Year Overseas 

American college’ students will be able 
to spend their Junior year in an overseas 
Christian college, according to plans re- 
cently announced by the Board of Foreign 
Missions. While abroad the students will 
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serve as informal Christian ambassadors 
and will return to share their world vision 
with home churches and campuses during 
their Senior year. Instruction in the 
cooperating universities is in English ex- 
cept in Latin America where Spanish pre- 
vails and in Geneva where French is 
essential. Students will pay their own 
way, with expenses estimated at $1,500 
to $2,000 including travel. Cooperating 
in the plan are these universities: PHIL- 
IPPINES: Silliman and the University 
of the Philippines; INDIA: Agricultural 
Institute of Allahabad, University of 
Allahabad, Ewing Christian College, 
Isabella Thoburn College for Women; 
PAKISTAN: Forman Christian Col- 
lege; LEBANON: the American Uni- 
versity and Beruit College for Women; 
EUROPE: Universities of Geneva and 
Madrid; LATIN AMERICA: Univer- 
sity of Guatemala. Further information: 
Junior Year Abroad, Room 223, Board 
of Foreign Missions, 156 Sth Ave., 
N.Y. #0. 


Louis H. Evans Becomes 
Minister-at-Large 


Louis H. Evans has resigned the pas- 
torate of the world’s largest Presbyterian 
church (Hollywood, Calif.) to become 
the first ‘“‘minister-at-large” for the de- 
nomination, serving by appointment of 
the Board of National Missions. 

In calling him, the board 
wanted him to: 


“make the great impact upon the stu- 
dent life of America, and upon our Amer- 
ican life in general, that we know you 
can make as an instrument in the hands 
of God.” ... We want you to lead us in 
the field of unlimited opportunity afforded 
by radio and television where we need an 
outstanding voice and vision. We need 
you to bring the message of the church 
to the capital of our nation. We also need 
your ministry in a preaching mission in 
our great American cities from coast to 
coast and in huge gatherings and conven- 
tions of the leaders of labor, of industry, 
of education.” 

During his 11-vear ministry in Holly- 


said it 
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Still Needs 


$11,070 this school year for 75 
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wood, Dr. Evans saw his church grow 
to almost 7,000 members. (He has been 
scheduled for the pre-Assembly confer- 
ence on evangelism at Montreat, N. C., 
next June.—Eds.) 


Use of RSV Favored 
For Worship Aids 


The Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible is overwhelmingly favored by 
Presbyterian, USA, pastors as the version 
to be used in the responsive readings of 
the new joint Presbyterian and Reformed 
hymnal. David Hugh Jones, editor of 
the hymnal, reports that among the 
letters received, 62 pastors favored the 
RSV, 17 the King James, four the Amer- 
ican Standard, and eight for a combina- 
tion. A number of pastors prefer the 
King James for some of the more familiar 
passages. Sixty-six pastors favor includ- 
ing the Apostles’ Creed among the wor- 
ship helps while 10 opposed. Fifty-one 
opposed extra-biblical aids and seven 
were in favor. 


Miscellany 

Leonard W. Mayo, New York Pres- 
byterian layman, has been appointed 
chairman of the Department of Social 
Welfare of the National Council of 
Churches. Dr. Mayo calls his depart- 
ment “a bridge between the Protestant 
churches and the social welfare agen- 
cies.” . . . Walter L. Whallon, Roseville, 
N. J., pastor has been re-elected president 
of the Lord’s Day Alliance. More than 
300 chaplains and military and religious 
leaders of Protestant, Catholic and Jew- 
ish faith recently attended a dinner in 
honor of Chaplain (Rear Admiral) 
Stanton W. Salisbury who retired as 
Chief of Chaplains of the U. S. Navy 
after 30 years’ service. .. . Thomas E. 
Whiteman of New York, president of the 
National Council of Presbyterian Men, 
will deliver a coast-to-coast broadcast 
over Columbia’s Church of the Air, Sun- 
day, Feb. 22 at 10:00 a.m. (EST). 
Philadelphia. | WALTON W. RANKIN. 
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Survivorship Annuities 
offer these advantages: 


Under our Annuity Gift Plan, you as a donor to 
World Missions will receive for yourself (or anyone 
you designate) a specified annual income, and that 
same income, if you desire, will be paid to a sur- 
viving loved one after you have passed on, 
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to fluctuations like the income from other types of 
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to spread the Gospel in foreign fields. 
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No. 29 in a series on congregational singing 


What the Leader Can Do 


By JAMES 


ERHAPS the next few articles 

should be called ““The Minister and 
Hymn Singing.” A more general title 
has been used in order that all leaders 
of worship may realize their responsibility 
in the field of congregational singing. 

A vital leadership in hymn-singing can 
come only from one who loves hymns, 
who knows the spiritual values of con- 
gregational singing, and who uses hymns 
to strengthen his personal devotional 
life. Such affection for hymn-singing 
cannot long remain hidden from his 
people. Here are some specific ways in 
which a minister can exercise his leader- 
ship in this sphere of worship: (1) his 
use of his personal hymnal, (2) his use 
of handbooks about hymns, (3) his 
choice of hymns, (4) his choice of proper 
stanzas, (5) the manner of announcing 
hymns, (6) his example during hymn- 
singing, (7) his occasional quotation of 
hymns, (8) occasional talks or sermons 
based on hymns, (9) his use of hymn- 
anthems sung by choir or soloist, and 
(10) his use of certain hymns as counsel- 
ing tools. I shall discuss each of these 
subjects in some detail. 

(1) The Leader’s Use of a Per- 
sonal Copy of the Hymnal. In order 


to plan most helpfully for worship, many 
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leaders purchase a personal copy of the 
hymnal. On the margin alongside each 
hymn they note the dates when it was 
used in their services. If the hymn is 
new, the date reminds them to repeat it 
in the near future. Such notations also 
prevent too frequent duplication of old 
favorites, furnish data for an annual 
study of the congregation’s repertoire of 
hymns, and supply the incentive for fur- 
ther exploration of unfamiliar hymns. 

Some ministers also mark each hymn 
with a key symbol which indicates the 
congregation’s familiarity with or response 
to the hymn. The late Dr. Harry Myers of 
the Kobe Theological Seminary in Japan 
gave me his personal copy of the Japan- 
ese Hymnal. Alongside almost every 
hymn is a checkmark, circle, or cross 
indicating Dr. Myers’ judgment of the 
worth of that particular hymn. An or- 
ganist or choir director would be glad to 
help the minister in evaluating the usa- 
bility of each hymn. 

Leaders should understand the struc- 
ture of standard hymnals. The table 
of contents gives the pattern. It will be 
discovered that hymns bearing on sim- 
ilar topics are grouped together in the 
body of the book. Thus, if a hymn of 
consecration is needed, a glance at the 
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table of contents will show immediately 
where these particular hymns are to be 
found. Furthermore, all leaders should 
study the four or five other indexes. 
The topical index for example, is es- 
pecially valuable because these pages give 
a cross-listing of hymns according to 
topics. By means of the metrical index 
it is possible in certain cases to substitute 
an unfamiliar tune for a melody known 
by the congregation. It would take too 
long to explain this method now. In some 
later article we can go into detail about 
this matter. 


(2) The Leader’s Use of Hymnal 
Handbooks. The most effective leaders 
in hymn singing have stimulated their 
interest in the subject by the purchase of 
several good books on hymnology. Knowl- 
edge begets enthusiasm. Few approaches 
can equal hymn stories in interesting a 
congregation in hymn singing. I would 
start off with The Story of Our Hymns, 
by Haeussler (Eden Publishing House, 
St. Louis 3, Mo.). This volume is the 
handbook to the hymnal of the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church. While many 
handbooks are available, this volume is 
the latest and is one of the best. In it 
are the stories behind 561 hymns and 
tunes, most of which are widely known 
and loved in our own denomination. The 
information is well written and accurate. 
In addition to the hymn stories, there is 
also a practical essay on hymn playing. 


For the fascinating history of congre- 
gational singing through the Christian 
era, one could start with two brief treat- 
ments, The Story of the Church’s Song, 
by Millar Patrick (The Scottish Churches 
Joint Committee on Youth), and To Thee 
We Sing, by Herzel (Muhlenberg Press). 
The first book is a splendid narrative 
based on the Scottish Hymnary which is 
perhaps the greatest Presbyterian hymnal 
in the world. The second book, well 
suited for young people and family circle 
reading, is an interesting survey of the 
development of hymn singing during the 
ages. 

Certainly the starting point for intel- 
ligent, inspiring leadership of hymns 
should be an adequate knowledge of the 
hymnal, its resources and its background. 


NEXT—How to Select Hymns. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Condemns False Leaders 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 1, 1953 
Matthew 22:34—23:39 Print 23:1-12, 37-39 


Some modern readers are troubled by 
the words attributed to Jesus in Matthew 
23. They seem unnecessarily severe and 
cannot, it is claimed, be universally ap- 
plicable to all the scribes and Pharisees 
in Jesus’ day. So Dr. Buttrick, for ex- 
ample, concludes in The Interpreter’s 
Bible. “Perhaps this chapter partly re- 
flects the strife between the leaders of 
Judaism and the early church toward the 
end of the first century. Perhaps the 
denunciations have gathered virulence in 
transmission.” It cannot be doubted, 
however, that the weaknesses exhibited 
here existed in the popular religion of 
Jesus’ day, and that they have persisted 
essentially unchanged to the present day. 
They are, in fact, the most common per- 
version of true religion in every age, and 
that no doubt is the reason why Jesus 
spoke in such scathing terms. He spoke, 
however, not in bitterness, but in love, 
seeking, as evidenced in his closing lam- 
entation, to save a people doomed to 
inevitable destruction if they continued 
to follow their present leadership. 


Three Charges 


Jesus brought three general charges 
against the religious leaders of his own 
day. 

1. Inconsistency. Their creed, Jesus 
said, did not square with their conduct. 
In a real sense that is a common failure 
of us all. But ministers, teachers, par- 
ents, leaders in any realm, have a greater 
obligation to practice what they preach. 
The Pharisees were the popular religious 
leaders in Jesus’ day; the scribes were the 
rabbis, most, but not all of whom be- 
longed to the Pharisaic party; they sat 
in Moses’ seat in that they were now the 
accepted exponents of the Law which 
Moses had originated. ‘So practice and 
observe what they tell you,” Jesus said, 
“but not what they do; for they preach, 
but they do not practice.” On the surface 
this statement of Jesus seems to draw a 
distinction between the teaching of the 
Pharisees and their conduct. The people 
are to live in accordance with the Phar- 
isee’s teaching, but not to follow their 
example. Undoubtedly there was much 
in the Pharisees’ teaching that Jesus 
could endorse. But the Pharisees’ lives 
were undermining the people’s confidence 
in the Word of God. And that is one 
of the faults of religious teachers in every 
age. Not many are conscious hypocrites, 
but none of us lives up to his own highest 
ideals. And the divergence of precept 
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and practice does undermine people’s 
confidence in the religion we profess. As 
Holmes Rolston once wrote: 

“The unsaved world does not concern 
itself very much with our talk about Chris- 
tianity unless our preaching is accom- 
panied by the attempt to build a corporate 
fellowship in which the Christian way of 
life is realized.” 

The injunction ‘to observe whatever 
they tell you” affords some difficulties. 
For Jesus himself did not observe all that 
the Pharisees inculcated and warned his 
disciples against doing so. Perhaps he 
meant that his disciples were to follow 
the teachings of the Pharisees so far as 
they actually did sit in Moses’ seat and 
set forth his teaching (he was to explain 
very shortly how they misrepresented 
Moses). Or perhaps, as Theodore H. 
Robinson suggests, he meant to say, ““Do 
as the Pharisees teach if you like. . . 
but there is danger in imitating their 
conduct, for that is marked by far more 
serious breaches of the principles on 
which the law is based.” 
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2. Heartlessness. Jesus proceeded to 
point out that instead of interpreting the 
law accurately and helping the ordinary 
man to fulfill its requirements, the Phar- 
isees added to the law a number of in- 
terpretations which only increased the 
difficulty of fulfilling it, and made it a 
burden rather than a delight. (Can you 
think of any modern parallels? What 
about the old-time Sabbath?) We under- 
stand better what Jesus was talking 
about if we recall that the rabbis recog- 
nized 613 commandments, including rit- 
ual as well as moral requirements, gov- 
erning the whole of life. A man who 
did not attempt to observe the whole of 
this legal minutiae was condemned as 
godless. As Sherman E. Johnson writes: 
“Jesus believed in fewer rules (love to 
God and man summarized the Law and 
the Prophets, according to his teaching) 
and a larger area of individual judgment 
and responsibility, while the Pharisees 
wished to have all doubtful questions an- 
swered by the constituted authority.” 
The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had 
become imbued with the sin of “‘profes- 
sionalism.”” They insisted that their re- 
ligious rules be observed, unconcerned 
with the burden of suffering that it en- 
tailed. As Jesus charged: “They bind 
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay 
them on men’s shoulders, but they them- 
selves will not move them with their 
fingers.” This same temptation comes 
to men today, to religious leaders, to doc- 


tors, nurses, public “servants,” all who 
become more concerned with the nice- 
ties of their jobs than with their influence 
on the happiness and welfare of human 
beings. 

3. Ostentation. The third weakness 
which Jesus pointed out in the religious 
leaders of his day was ostentation, or the 
desire for public notice and distinction. 
Phylacteries (small leather cases with 
portions of Scripture inside tied to their 
foreheads) were made broad and tassels 
tied to the fringes of their garments (cf. 
Dt. 6:4-9) were made long so as to ad- 
vertise their devotion to the law and to 
give them higher standing in the popular 
estimation. 

Comments Dr. Douglas in his Sunday 
School Lessons: 

“Ostentatious piety is not in style today, 
but the rich people who throw their weight 
around, the scholars who look down with 
scorn on everyone not interested in their 
particular fields of learning, are indeed 
with us today. These are reincarnations 
of the ancient scribes and Pharisees.” 

In addition, the Pharisees loved certain 
titles of honor—“rabbi” (teacher), ‘‘fa- 
ther’ and “master” (leader), which im- 
plied ‘‘a superiority of grade and stand- 
ing in those to whom they were ad- 
dressed.” “The place of honor . . . the 
best seats . and salutations in the 
market place’—all of these phrases 
sound very modern. Social climbing, 
political prominence, religious repute— 
all are involved. 

Says the 20th Century Quarterly: 

“To those grasping after unmerited 
honor and position, prestige became more 
precious than fidelity, favor of men than 


obedience to God and outer semblance 
than inner devotion.” 





That is the danger which leaders in 
church or state face in every age. 

Followers of Jesus then are not to be 
governed by the passion for popularity, 
or by love of place or power. 

Broadus says: 

“What our Lord prohibits is desire for 
the distinction involved in being recog- 
nized as a religious teacher (or as a 
leader in any other realm of endeavor). 
A man who shows great desire to be 
‘invited into the pulpit’ or otherwise pub- 
licly treated as a minister, is exactly 
violating this command. The title of Doc- 
tor of Divinity is often so conferred, so 
sought, so borne, and sometimes so de- 
clined, as to come under this head, but it 
is the spirit involved rather than the 
phrase that should be condemned. It 
would be better to have no distinctive 
titles, seeming to set one minister above 
others, for there really is danger of for- 
getting that ‘all are brethren.’ ” 


Ministerial greatness lies not in dress 
or any outward display, not in social 
honors or public recognition, not in titles 
or admiring followers, certainly not in 
the size of one’s congregation or salary, 
but in the sincere service of others. And 
this, according to Jesus’ teaching, should 
be true in every realm of life (cf. Mat- 
thew 20:26-28). 
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Seven Woes 


The major portion of Jesus’ indictment 
of the religious leaders of his own day 
is found in the seven woes pronounced on 
the Pharisees for their “hypocrisy.” 
These woes are not a call for punishment, 
they are to be taken as solemn warnings, 


and also as expressions of pity (cf. 
25°36 ). 

As E. F. Scott has written: 

“Jesus had no animus against the 


Pharisees. They happened to be the con- 
ventially good men with whom he was 
most familiar, and all that he says of 
them he would also have said of honored 
}reeks and Romans, and perhaps of the 
great majority of virtuous people among 
ourselves. No one can question that they 
live up to high moral standards, but their 
goodness is mainly a manner of custom 
and training, of deference to public opin- 
ion, of prudence and calculation.” 

The Pharisees were hypocrites, not in 
our modern sense, but in the sense that 
they were self-deceived, they were play- 
ing at religion (the word hypocrite means 
an actor), but its reality had eluded them. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites,” he said, “because you shut 
the kingdom of heaven against men; for 
you neither enter yourselves, nor allow 
those who would enter to go in.” Cer- 
tainly this was not their intention. But 
they missed the way themselves, and mis- 
led others, by identifying religion with 
rules, by minimizing ethical requirements 
and emphasizing ritual requirements, by 
teaching men that it was possible to love 
God without loving all one’s fellowmen. 

Vs. 14 in the KJV is omitted in the 
Revised Standard Version because it is 
not found in the best Greek manuscripts. 


It is, however, a true saying of Jesus, 
found properly in Mark 12:40. “Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites,’ Jesus said, “for you devour 


widow’s houses and for a pretense make 
long prayers.” In other words, their re- 
ligion did not carry over into life. Their 
apparent piety won them the confidence 
of widows, who knew little of financial 
affairs, and of whose ignorance the so- 
called religious leader took prompt ad- 
vantage. 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites,” Jesus continued, “for you 
traverse sea and land to make a single 
proselyte and when he becomes a pros- 
elyte, you make him twice as much a 
child of hell as vourselves.”’ These words 
may seem harsh, and at first glance dif- 
ficult to understand, but converts to a 
new faith often become more fanatical 
than those who were reared in the faith. 
And it is a fact, still observable today, 
that a narrow, intolerant, bitter religion, 
that identifies the love of God and the 
service of God with its own exact creed 
and its own petty code, frequently makes 
its converts worse (more narrow, more in- 
tolerant. more bitter, more implacable) 
rather than better. 

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, 
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‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold 
of the temple, he is bound by his oath.” 
“Since the common people were incurably 
addicted to all sorts of oaths,” says the 
Interpreters’ Bible, “the rabbis were grad- 
ually forced to make terms with popular 
customs.” This they did by making some 
oaths more binding than others. A man 
who swore by the temple was not bound 
by his oath, a man who swore by the gold 
of the temple was obligated, and so in the 
other cases mentioned by Jesus. Re- 
ligious leaders who allow such distinc- 
tions, Jesus charges, are blind. They 
do not see whither such teaching leads, 
that it weakens ethical distinctions, and 
lessens the obligation to truth. He him- 
self taught that a man’s simple word 
should be as good as his bond (5:34). 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, for you tithe mint and dill 
and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law, justice, and 
mercy and faith.” Mint, dill and cum- 
min were garden herbs. Pharisees who 
tithed even the produce of their garden 
were regarded as exemplary religionists, 
even though they neglected far more im- 
portant matters, such as justice (rather 
than judgment as in the KJV) and mercy 
toward the weakest and the worst, and 
faith, that is, fidelity to righteousness 
and mercy in daily life. Spending time 
on trifles often shifts the center of re- 
ligion and distorts it, so that more im- 
portant things are forgotten. A man some- 
times salves his conscience, persuades 
himself that he is a religious or moral 
man because he is scrupulous about com- 
paratively unimportant obligations, even 
though he is blind to fundamental obli- 
gations which he owes to his fellowmen. 
Jesus compares them to men who care- 
fully strain out a tiny gnat and then 
swallow a huge, hairy camel, hump, legs, 
and all. 

‘\Voe to vou, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, for you cleanse the outside 
of the cup and of the plate, but inside 
they are full of extortion and rapacity.” 
In other words, these religious leaders 
were scrupulous in fulfilling the cere- 
monial requirements as to the cleansing 
of their vessels, but were not disturbed by 
the fact that the food served in these same 
vessels were wrongfully gained, the prod- 
uct of greed and unrestrained power. 
“Let the contents of the cup and dish be 
the fruit of honest industry and not of 
extortion, and be used temperately and 
not in excess,” Jesus intimated, “then 
your ceremonial cleansing of the vessels 
themselves will be real and acceptable to 
God.” (Broadus) 

“Woe to vou, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, for you are like whitewashed 
tombs.” Tombs were whitewashed in 
ancient Palestine to prevent persons from 
touching them unawares, thus becoming 
unclean, and also to render them more 


attractive in appearance. Jesus pillories 
here the sins of respectability. Remarks 
Dr. Buttrick: 

“Even the Christian church is slow to 
realize that the sins we most condemn, 
Jesus would less strongly condemn; and 
that the sins we condone as defective up- 
rightness he would call heinous. He 
never condoned sins of passion, but he 
had sharper warning for sins of pride 
and greed. He said plainly that a ‘harlot’ 
would enter heaven more easily than a 
‘righteous’ man greedy for reputation but 
indifferent to the injustices of his age 
(21:31). Yet we visit ostracisms on the 
‘gross sins’ and regard a money-shrewd 
but ‘respectable’ man as a reputable cit- 
izen.” (Interpreters’ Bible). 

Jesus’ final woe is pronounced on re- 
ligious folk who honor dead prophets 
whose challenging words to their con- 
temporaries can no longer disturb them, 
and ignore or persecute the living proph- 
ets who seek to lay God’s words upon 
their conscience. “Why do we garland 
the graves of ancient worthies, but per- 
secute their contemporary successors?” 
asks Dr. Buttrick as he answers, “Be- 
cause of lethargy: new truth is disturb- 
ing and compels us to ‘rethink our world.’ 
Partly from outright selfishness: our 
prestige or our pocket book is threatened. 
Thus the seer is a ‘radical’ or a ‘trouble- 
maker’ while he lives, and a hero after— 
sufficiently long after—his death.” 


Jesus’ Lamentation 


Killing the prophets and stoning those 
who had been sent to her, Jerusalem was 
about to put to death the greatest of all 
God's messengers, the Messiah himself. 
Others had tried to save her from dis- 
aster and failed. 

“Now in the hour of her greatest peril, 
when her final punishment is already 
hanging over her, there has come one 
who would win her complete salvation, 
lure her from her superficiality and 
dreams of a political kingdom and make 
her what she should be, God’s great evan- 
gelist.” (Theodore H. Robinson: The 
Gospel of Matthew). 

And yet, Jerusalem refused to listen. 
Jesus knew that her doom was thereby 
sealed. And so his last public appeal, 
a terrible indictment of their religious 
leaders, was delivered with a_ broken 
heart. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem. 
How often would I have gathered your 
children together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you would 
not.” He saw judgment hovering over 
her like a bird of prey over a defenseless 
nest. Fain would he have gathered her 
children as a hen gathers her brood under 
her sheltering wing, but Jerusalem re- 
fused the protection which he offered. 
A generation later the judgment came as 
Jesus foresaw. Jerusalem was destroyed. 
Her house was left desolate. The nation 
had perished and her mission was in- 
herited by another. 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections 
copyrighted by the Division of Education, 
National Council of Churches. Scripture 
quotations from the Revised Standard Ver- 
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BOOK NOTES 


STRENGTHEN WITH MIGHT. By 
Harold Wilke. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, 95 pp., $1.50. 

Everyone loves a success story, espe- 
cially where there have been several hand- 
icaps. This little book, by a man who 
was born without arms, was written to 
encourage other handicapped people to 
find a life that is not only worthwhile but 
satisfying. Mr. Wilke is pastor of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical and Reformed Church 
in Crystal Lake, Illinois, and has served 
as a chaplain at the Veteran’s Hospital 
in Topeka, Kansas, and as a faculty 
member of the Menninger School of Psy- 
chology. 





He describes the emotional and mental 
pitfalls which often accompany physical 
handicaps, and shows how the Christian 
faith can help one adjust himself to a 
difficult situation. He pays high tribute 
to his parents who wisely and lovingly 
helped him develop his latent capacities 
and become a balanced personality. In 
this respect the book will be of tremen- 
dous help to parents of a handicapped 
child, or to any others who may have an 
opportunity to show love and understand- 
ing to one in need. 

The book has an excellent chapter giv- 
ing Scripture passages and poems appro- 
priate to use for the encouragement of dis- 
couraged persons. The worship and serv- 
ice of God is commended to handicapped 
persons as an excellent aid to an adjusted 
personality. 

Russell L. Dicks, who writes the fore- 
word and who is himself minus the use 
of one arm, says “Harold Wilke, in the 
pages that follow, gives us a blue print 
for being healthy and happy though 
handicapped. When you have finished 
reading this book, you will pity the unfor- 
tunate person who has not had to draw 
upon the deep well-springs of his spirit.” 

R. D. NOLEN 
North Little Rock, Ark. 
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BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Massanetta Echoes. Board of Trus- 
tees, Massanetta Springs Bible Confer- 
ence. $2.00, paper. 

How to Pray. Kirby Page. Source Pub- 
lishers, Nashville, Tenn. 50 cents, paper. 

The Christian Doctrine of Creation and 
Redemption. Emil Brunner. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $6.00. 

Goals of Economic Life. .Edited by A. 
Dudley Ward. Harper & Brothers, N. Y. 
$4.00. 

The Swedenborg Epic. Cyriel O. Sig- 
stedt. Bookman Associates, N. Y. $4.50. 

The Galileans. Frank G. Slaughter. 
Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $3.50. 

The Beatitudes. Hugh Martin. Harper 
& Brothers, N. Y. $1.00. 

Making Your Marriage Succeed. Theo- 
dore F. Adams. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 
$2.00. 





CLASSIFIED 


SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 





BOOKS 
RELIGIOUS libraries purchased. Get our 
offer—good prices paid. Baker Book 
House, Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, Michigan. 





WANTED 

DIRECTOR of Religious Education in 
Presbyterian Church of 1,000 members in 
large southern city. Recently moved into 
fine suburban area. Unusual opportunity. 
Formal training and experience preferred, 
but not absolutely necessary. Mature 
young man or woman wishing to change 
from other occupation into religious work 
would be considered. Salary to be agreed 
upon. Address YBB, % OUTLOOK, 





The New Book of Devotions 


”” firace Noll 
Crowell 


Moments of Devotion 







@ In these 26 radiant devotional 
readings one of the best-loved poets 
of our time presents a number of 
her hitherto unpublished poems. 
With them she combines Scripture, 
prose, and prayer—to reveal the 
rich rewards of the Christian expe- 
rience. 

A wise and friendly little book— 
a __ dependable 
companion and 
counselor in 
personal  devo- 
tions or group 
worship. 
















at your 
bookstore 


Abingdon - Cokesbury 





Translated into 
Modern English 


By 
J. B. PHILLIPS 


Striking in its directness, deeply 
moving and illuminating in its mes- 
sage for today, here is a new and 
faithful translation of the Gospels 
in modern English—a translation of 
major importance for interpreting 
the Bible in its fullest living terms. 
Reading it you will understand the 
Gospel writers as though they were 
your contemporaries, as though you, 
too, were on the threshold of a great 
and wondrous faith. 


All the original freshness and 
spiritual impact of the four Gospels 
have been restored in this superbly 
readable version of the passages 
that are the very essence of Chris- 
tianity. You will discover in it the 
same profound insight that brought 
inspiration to the hundred thousand 
readers of Letters to Young 
Churches. $2.75 


AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 


The Macmillan Company 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








CHANGES 

Fred R. Stair, assistant to the president 
of Union Seminary in Virginia, has ac- 
cepted a call to the First church, Hickory, 
N. C., and is expected to begin his work 
there this spring. 

Irving E. Birdseye, Hillsboro, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Guilford Park 
church, Greensboro, N. C., effective March 
1. Address: 2319 Fairfield Ave. 

John D. MacLeod, Jr., Sweet Hall, 
Va., is now serving the St. James church, 
King William, in addition to his former 
work. 

Robert Camenisch, who is to graduate 
at Louisville Seminary in June, has been 
installed as pastor of the Perryville, Ky., 
church. 

Wm. H. Benchoff of Kannapolis, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Marshall, Texas, 
church effective March 1. 

Albert Grady Harris, Jr., from Macon, 
Ga., to Route 3, Decatur, Ga. 

W. N. Mebane from Dublin, Va., to 
1365 Palmetto Lane, Sarasota, Fla. 

James C. Wool, executive secretary for 
Granville Presbytery, Raleigh, N. C., has 
accepted a call to the Bishopville, S. C., 
church effective April 1. 

David E. Boozer, 
Columbus, Ga., 


Memorial church, 
began his new work as 
pastor of the Parkview church, Marietta, 
Ga., Feb. 1. 

Vernon E. Inman, Joanna, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the Inman, S. C., church. 

F. Marion Dick, Brookneal, Va., has 
resigned his pastorate after eight years’ 
service to encourage a division of the 
field where he has been. 

John Henry Bogie, Lake Charles, La., 
has been divested of the office of the 
ministry without censure and at his re- 
quest. 

M. B. Durway from Ft. Worth, Texas, 
to First church, Ft. Payne, Ala. 

Max Milligan, Andalusia, Ala., has ac- 
cepted a call to the new Clairmont church 
in Atlanta Presbytery. 

Geo. B. Graham from Buffalo, N. Y., to 
102 Harrison Ave., Kenmore 23, N. Y. 


R. Wilbur Cousar, who has served the 
Central church, Chattanooga, Tenn., for 
the past 14 years, has been forced to re- 
sign his pastorate March 31 because of 
continued poor health following a heart 
difficulty discovered last September. 

E. L. Stoffel from Maxton, N. C., to 302 
N. Wood Ave., Florence, Ala. 

Robert G. Hall, Westminster, S. C., is 
now at 5 W. Claremont St., Edinburgh 3, 
Scotland, where he is stuying under terms 
of the W. W. Moore Fellowship awarded 
him upon his graduation 
Seminary in 1947. 


from Union 


Herman A. Klahr from Columbus, Ohio, 
to 19 Edgemont Ave., Summit, N. J. 
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DEATHS 

Anton J. Van Puffelen, 47, pastor of the 
Independent church, Savannah, Ga., for 
the past two years, died in Savannah fol- 
lowing a long illness Jan. 25. Before going 
to his last pastorate he served the West- 
minster church, Dallas. He was a native 
of the Netherlands but most of his train- 
ing was received in this country. 


Jones Earl Corwin, 72, Black Mountain, 
N. C., died in a Durham, N. C., hospital 


Feb. 3, after an extended illness. A former 
Presbyterian, USA, minister, he had been 
in Harlingen, Texas, before moving to 
Black Mountain in 1950. He had supplied 
the Etowah church during the year before 
his death. 





appointment. 


FIRST IN AMERICA 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related college in America to 
offer the facilities of a Vocational Guidance Clinic using Modern Psychological 
Techniques with a Christian Philosophy of Vocation to people outside the 
college community. This service is offered without charge to High School 
Juniors and Seniors in cooperation with the local churches. 


RODGER DECKER, Director, Vocational Guidance Clinic 
Flora Macdonald College, Red Springs, N. C. 


Write for 








THE EDUCATED WOMAN 


The influence of the educated American woman is one of 
the strongest forces for good in our national life today. 

It is Christian liberal education, not narrow specialized 
training, that has developed her abilities and insights. As 
homemaker-citizen and as careerist-citizen, 
magnificently the faith of those who a century ago were 
fighting for her right to learn what she wished to learn. 


AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE, Decatur, Ga. 


Affiliated with Presbyterian Church U. S. 


she justifies 








A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Military Training for 


Clinton, S. C. 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
e Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
Reserve Commissions 


Presbyterian College 


Marshall W. Brown, President 








fag} the world. 
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FOUNDED IN 1849 


AUSTIN COLLEGE 


Consistently, effectively serving the Church in higher education, 
a) with graduates in places of distinguished service throughout 
Four-year, co-educational, senior college. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President 


SHERMAN 
TEXAS 











DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


THE SUPREME EFFORT IS TO TEACH MEN— 
HOW TO THINK, HOW TO BEHAVE, HOW TO LIVE 


John R. Cunningham, President 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 
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